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VoL. XXXII. 


ScHEDULED Disease 1n 1919. 


In our issue of January 3rd appears the Board of 
Agriculture complete returns of scheduled disease 
for 1919. They are interesting, as showing our 
progress during the first year after the conclusion of 
hostilities. 

Foot-and-mouth disease is now by far our most 
serious danger. During the year there were 75 
outbreaks, involving nearly 3,500 animals, against 3 
outbreaks in 1918, none in 1917, and 1 in 1916. 
Something like this was only to be expected in the 
present circumstances, and is likely to continue for 
some time at least. We cannot prevent more or 
less frequent incursions of the disease; but the Board 
has so far been succesful in limiting the extent of 
each visitation. 

Rabies is dying down. An examination of the 
figures for the whole period it has been with us, 
and especially a comparison of the first and second 
six months of 1919, suggest that we are not far from 
the end of this outbreak. 

Anthrax, which declined rapidly during the war, 
now shows a much slighter fall—234 outbreaks 
against 245, 421, and 551 in the three preceding 
years. During thelatter half of 1919 it actually 
increased ; and the present position is hardly reas- 
suring. 

The sheep-scab figures are also rather unsatisfac- 
tory, showing a rise of from 352 outbreaks in 1918 
to 438 in 1919. This is solely due to an increase 
late in 1919, 

At present, swine fever is increasing—2305 out- 
breaks against 1407 in 1918 and 2104 in 1917. Se- 
rum treatment haslessened our losses from this dis- 
ease, but will never eradicate it. 

Parasitic mange is still increasing—5016 out- 
breaks against 4483 in 1918—but its rise has been 
very slight in the last six months, and there are 
grounds for hoping that we shall soon regain con- 
trol over it. 

Glanders, after rising from 25 outbreaks in 1917 
to 34 in 1918, has dropped again to 25. Its decline 
during the year of demobilisation should be credited 
to the mallein test, and to its use by the Army 
Veterinary Service. 

The figures indicate a Baw and generally suc- 
cessful fight against scheduled disease. They sug- 
gest something of future difficulties and dangers ; 
but they justify the hope that this country will suf- 
fer much less from post-war animal disease than 
many others in Europe. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Bovine HagEMATURIA IN DENMARK. 


J. H. Cleeman. in the Schweizer Archiv. fiir Tier- 
heilkunde, has described an epizootic observed in 
Denmark in 1918. In a month and a half, in one 
locality, 832 grave cases of hematuria were seen in 
milch cows, and the results were fatal in 27 cases. 
The disease was known as a sporadic and benign 
affection of young cattle, being observed annually 
in cows fed with turnips; but all these cases re- 
covered if treated in time. As the author could not 
find any larve of ticks, he attributed the affection 
to an irritant substance contained in the hay. 

The following is typical of this outbreak. The 
cow had calved normally two or three weeks before, 
and was in oe health. She suddenly became af- 
fected with loss of appetite, straining, and passage 
of sanguinolent urine. The temperature was nor- 
mal or sub-normal, the pulse weak, and the heart- 
beats irregular. The mucous membranes, especially 
the vaginal, were pale and dirty yellow, Defecation 
was effected in small quantities, and with consider- 
able straining. The urine was more or less reddened, 
but not always so. 

A good number of the cows in the shed sickened 
with these symptoms ; and in all the serious cases 
the course was acute, lasting from two to three days. 
The cardiac function remained irregular. The 
powers diminished by degrees so much that the 
animal became unable to rise. If the cow had a 
tendency to recovery, then the pulse and the cardiac 
function improved, and the urine cleared in three or 
four days. The appetite increased; but the animal 
remained weak and anzmic for a long time. 

In some cases the author observed an abundant 
milk secretion till a few hours before death. The 
prognosis is unfavourable in all those cases in which 
the appetite does not rapidly augment. The author 
has tried various means of treatment without posi- 
tive results. 

It seems that the disease is encouraged by feeding 
with turnips cows which have calved a short time 
before. his diet disturbs the metabolism just at 
the time when the animals needs proteid substances. 
—(La Clinica Veterinaria). 


Bovine MALIGNANT HAEMATURIA, 


F. A. Andersen, in the Schweizer Archiv fiir Tier- 
heilkunde, has given an account of this condition. 
It is only seen in cows which have calved from one 
to five weeks before, and which, for the most part, 
are giving a good yield af milk. The temperature 
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generally remains normal, only falling at the ap- 
roach of death. The pulse is frequent. The heart- 
ents are so strong that they are perceptible at a 
distance. The vaginal mucous membrane is rigid 
and hard; it forms folds, and is almost always 
soiled with sanguinolent mucus. The urine is dark 
at first, then blackish and thick, and is emitted with 
pain. The principal symptom is jaundice, which is 
present in all the cases, and is visible from the be- 
inning of the illness. Post-mortem, there is noth- 
ing abnormal except that the bladder is full of blood, 
and that there is a pronounced icteric tint of the 
muscular tissue, and often of all the organs. An- 
dersen ascribes the condition to an intoxication, 
perhaps caused by a defect of certain necessary sub- 
stances in the blood. 
Bran drinks, warm milk, and injections of camphor 
are advised as treatment.—(La Clinica Veterinaria) 


INTRAVENOUS INJECTIONS OF TINCTURE OF OPIUM. 


Taskui has recently drawn the attention of the 
Central Society to this treatment. He says that, 
in horses affected with colic, intravenous injections 
of from 10 c.c. to 30c.c. of tincture of opium have 
a sedative action superior to that of injections of 
morphia in analogous doses. 

As with morphia, the dose indicated should not be 
greatly exceeded, for fear of inducing serious symp- 
toms of excitement. The doses which produce 
these disadvantages are from 60c.c. to 90c.c. of 
tincture of opium, and from 10 to 75 centigrammes 
of morphia.—(La Clinica Veterinaria.) 


THe TREATMENT oF Excessive HAEMORRHAGE 
WITH INJECTIONS OF SALINE SOLUTION AND 
Gum ARABIC. 


has reported the following experi- 
ments. He bled dogs by means of a canula intro- 
duced intothe carotid, and allowed the canula to 
remain in position till the blood ceased to flow, the 
poy seagpc was arrested, and the heart-beats ceased 
to be perceptible. He then introduced, into the 
saphena, an injection of saline solution (0:9%) with 
the addition of gum arabic in the proportion of 6 
per cent. Atthe same time he practised artificial 
respiration. This treatment restored first the 
heart-beats, and then the natural respiration. 

In seven animals thus treated, and kept under 
observation after suture of the operative wounds 
and warming, there were five cases of indisputable 
survival, and two deaths after survivals of from two 
to four days. 

The same treatment, applied to a wounded sub- 
ject 7 extremis from excessive bleeding due to in- 
complete section of the two femorals, resulted in 
recovery. 

From these results, Barthélemy believes that, by 
means of intravenous injections of saline solution 
with gum arabic, it is possible to combat acute 
anemia with as much efficacy as by transfusion of 
blood or plasma, and with less expense.—(La Se- 
maine Vétérinaire). 


W.R.C. 


“ CHANGE OF LIFE” IN THE BITCH. 


I have come to the conclusion that there is a 
period in many bitches similar to the menopause, 
and that characteristic symptoms of the so-called 
“ Change of life’’ are often present in the bitch, 
but apparently are seldom noted. I will here des- 
cribe a recent case. 

Some time ago I was consulted about a terrier 
bitch, known to be thirteen years of age. The 
owner complained of a precarious appetite, a change 
of temper; once docile, she was now nervous and 
irritable, and would ‘snap’ on the slightest pro- 
vocation. 

The temperature, pulse, and mucous membranes 
were found to be normal, but the bowels constipated. 
On enquiring about her periods of “ heat,” I was 
told that she was due. The bitch had previously 
been regular all her life, had never had puppies, and 
at no period of cestrum had anything out of the 
ordinary occurred, except occasionally a slight tem- 
porary secretion of watery-milk. The mammary 
glands now appeared normal. 

Castor oil capsules were given for the bowels, 
and a sedative mixture for the nervous symptoms. 
I saw the bitch a week later; there were still no 
symptoms of cestrum, her temperature was about 
the same, but the appetite better. Seen a month 
after, her temper and general health had consider- 
ably improved. She has now quite recovered her 
docile temperament, but no symptoms of oestrum 
have been shown. 

This is but one of a number of cases, that I have 
carefully observed. It may be asserted that the 
bitch had only missed a “ period ’’—causing these 
nervous symptoms, but in the past, I have seen 
bitches of ten to fourteen years of age that have 
shown similar passing symptoms of temperament, 
and, from that time have ceased to “‘ come on heat.”’ 

There is no doubt that many bitches do pass 
through this period, which may be termed “Change 
of life.’ The age at which it occurs depends 
upon the breed and habits of the bitch ; sige 
in many of the toy-breeds as early as the tent 

ear. 

. I have known a number of bitches that ceased to 
show symptoms of cestrum without any marked 
disturbance taking place at the period of change. 
But, I am convinced that in the majority of cases 
of bitches that cease to ‘‘come on heat,” there is 
some disturbance, probably at the time when the 
next cestrum is due. This change may cause only 
a very slight alteration in the habits, tempers, and 
general functions of the body, which to the unob- 
servant owner may pass off, without any notice 
being taken ; but, even if the symptoms are observed, 
they may not be sufficient in the owner’s opinion, 
to warrant any advice being sought. 

Many veterinary practitioners, who do not take 
much interest in dog-work, may ascribe these cases 
to indigestion, constipation, etc. But, if one is 
consulted with regard to a bitch, well past middle 


age, showing symptoms of a change of habits—the 
temper once good being now uncertain and irritable, 
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there being probably constipation, slight gastric and 
hepatic trouble, and occasionally incontinence of 
urine—one should enquire as to when the bitch 
was last “on heat,” and in many cases it will be 
found that she is just about due at this period. 


©, Driver, M.R.C.v.s. 


NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 


The Autumn meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
.Leeds on Friday, Nov. 14th, 1919, at 3.30 p.m. The 
President 8S. E. Sampson, Esq., Sheffield, occupied the 
Chair. The following members signed the register :-— 
Messrs. E. Child, W. Crawford, Col. W. A. Mason, J. A. 
Dixon, F. Somers, G. E. Bowman, Leeds ; J. McKinna, 
Huddersfield ; G. Whitehead, Batley ; W. A. Campbell, 
Boroughbridge ; P. Deighton, Selby ; F. Hallliay, Dews- 
bury ; H. Pollard, Wakefield ; G. W. Davidson, Wether- 
by; C. Pitts, Bradford; E. H. Pratt, Northallerton ; 
A. McCarmic , Hon. Treasurer, Leeds; and J. Clark- 
son, Garforth, Hon. Sec. Messrs. A. H. Gentle, Otley ; 
F.C. Scott, Pontefract ; and H. W. Good, Scarborough ; 
were present as visitors. 

On the proposition of Mr. Whitehead the minutes, 
having been published, were taken as read. 

Apologies for non attendance had been received from 
F. W. Garnett, Windermere ; and Dr. O. C. Bradley, 
Edinburgh, Hon. Associates of the Society, and from 
the following members :— Messrs. Bowes, We: ‘sow, Cock- 
burp, Pillers, Abson. 

The following gentlemen were nominated for election 
at the Society’s next meeting :—Mr. F. C. Scott, Ponte- 
fract, and Mr. H. W. Good, Scarborough. 

The Treasurer then presented his balance sheet, which 
was received, and after some discussion was adopted on 
the proposition of Mr. Whitehead, seconded by Mr. 

Mr. McKinna, Oy increasing the insurance on 
the Society’s case, which he said contained books and 
specimens far greater in value than they are insured for. 
It was decided to leave the matter in the hands of the 

Council. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year :—President : 8. E. Sampson, Esq., Sheffield ; Vice- 
Presidents : Mr. W. Crawford, Leeds ; Mr. Edmundson, 
Harrogate ; J. S. S. Woodrow, Swinefleet ; Hon. Secre- 
tary: J. Clarkson, Garforth ; Assistant Hon. Secretary : 
G. C. Barber, Leeds ; Hon. 7'reasurer: A. W. McCar- 
mick, Leeds ; Auditors : Col. Mason, and Mr. 8. Wharam. 

There were several nominations for council, and after 
a ballot—the scrutineers being Messrs. McCarmick and 
Child, the following were declared elected—Messrs. 
Whitehead, McKinna, Bowman, Bowes, Deighton, Da- 
vidson, Pollard, and Ellison. 


Councit or NaTionaL V.M.A, 
Messrs. G. E. Bowman, and P. Deighton were elected 
as the Society’s representatives on the Council of the 
National Veterinary Association. 


Nores on Cases. 

Mr. H. Pottarp, Wakefield communicated the follow- 
ing interesting and unusual cases of Navel Ill and 
wondered if by any chance docking had any influence in 
the matter, the handling at the operation and other 
factors. 


May 30th. Foal 7 weeks old, perfectly sound in navel 
from birth. Was seen dull, and lame hind limb. Seen 
by me same day ; lameness gone ; temp. 105° and blow- 
ing ; languid. 

3lst. Nochange. Died June Ist. 

P.M. Peritonitis: a great quantity of whitish fluid in 
abdominal cavity ; some thin white pus escaping from 
cavity in muscles of quarter, by channel near symphysis 
pubis, into abdomen. 

Docked by me April 18th. 


June 3rd. Foal a month old ; navel been sound from 
birth ; been lame 3 or 4 days, first in one fore limb. 
Seen by me on 3rd ; lame and tender both hind fetlocks ; 
temp. 105°2. Died same night. 

P. M. Docked by owner a fortnight previously 
and seared. 


June 6th. Foal seen with rigid neck. Called in same 
day. Temp. 103°3. Bowels very relaxed and black ; 
discharge from one nostril ; no cough ; kept trying to 
suck mare, but unable to twist neck sufficiently to get 
Pap peeey in mouth. Died during night of 7th. 

.M. on 9th. Peritonitis ; a quantity of fluid similar 
to that in No. 1. This time the channel communicated 
with a sac containing similar fluid at the navel, with 
no external orifice. 

Undocked. 

P.S. Had been treated with dry dressing to navel on 
May 3lst. 


Mr. McKinna related his experiences with protective 
serum which had been very varied, some successful 
others failures. 

Mr. CRAWFORD agreed and said it seemed to be the 
case with most practitioners. 

Mr. Pratr related the case of a mare which had pre- 
phe lost two foals in successive years. Asan experi- 
ment he injected the mare previous to the birth of the 
foal, and the foal immediately it was born ; and this 
case was successful ; but Mr. Pratt was careful to point 
out that one case is not sufficient on which to dogma- 
tise. 

Mr. DetcutTon told of one outbreak in which, out of 
four foals three died. Two of these mares were foaled 
in new boxes erected on his suggestion, well away from 
the farm buildings where the mares had usually been al- 
lowed to foal. 

Mr. Sampson said the only conclusion is that our 
knowledge of the disease is insufficient, and that possi- 
bly in many cases we are using the wrong serum. He 
would like some young and enthusiastic member to 
take the matter thoroughly in hand, and try to discover 
the true cause and make a serum forus. He had great 
hopes that the National V.M.A. would be able at an early 
date to assist in ridding the country of this terrible dis- 
ease. 

Mr. WHARAM thought that on many farms the disease 
had worn itself out, similarly to contagious abortion. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN THE SHEEP, 


Mr. J. A. Drxon wished to record what he regarded 
as an authentic case of tuberculosis in the sheep. The 
subject was an aged ewe, slaughtered in the public 
abattoir, and he found the offals similar to T.B. ] the 
lymphatics affected, muscular as well as mesenteric and 

ulmonary. He found in smears acid-fast bacilli simi- 
ar to T.B. and in the lymphatics the giant cell forma- 
tion. 

He would also like to draw attention to the rapidity 
with which tuberculosis of the udder may develo 
having recently seen four cases which were well devel- 
oped in three weeke ; the characteristics being Stag 
expansion more than induration. No pain, and the milk 
unaffected in these recent cases. 
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Mr. McKinna then proposed a vote of thanks to the 
officers for their labours, and especially to the President, 
to whom should be given the heartiest thanks for that 
“he had done his best under the most trying circum- 
stances, and moreover is willing to serve the Societ 
further.” This was put to the meeting, and carried wit 
acclamation. 


J. CLARKSON, Hon. Sec. 


CENTRAL DIVISION. 


A general meeting was held at 10, Red Lion Square. 
W.C., on Thursday, January 8th, 1920. Mr. J. Basi 
Buxton (President) in the chair. 

The following Fellows signed the attendance book :— 
Profs. J. mg G. H. Wooldridge and E. B. Rey- 
nolds, Vetry. Capt. R. T. Smith, Messrs. J. Willett, R. 
R. L. Auchterlonie, H. D. Jones. 
R. J. Foreman, H. King, H. C. P. King, W. N. Thomp- 
son, W. 8. King. H. J. Parkin, A. E. Willett, R. C. Irv- 
ing, J. W. McIntosh, J. C. Coleman, G. H. Livesey, M. 
G. yerley, R, A. Phi Ip G. Dunlop Martin, W. D. Half- 
head, F. H. Stainton, A. Neish, G. P. Male, F. G. Sam- 
son, 8. H. Slooock and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

Visitor : Prof. Craig, Dublin. 

On the motion of Mr. McIntosh, seconded by Mr. 
Coleman, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as read and confirmed. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The SECRETARY announced that a letter had been re- 
ceived from the Treasurer, regretting his inability to 
attend. A letter,had also been received from Mr. Fulton, 
who had moved to Glasgow and would not be able to at- 
tend the meetings in future. 

The SEcrETARY also read the following letter from 
Maj.-Gen. Sir Frederick Smith :— 

ear Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of 13th inst., in which you are good enough to 
convey the — information of my election as an 
Hon. Fellow of the Central Veterinary Society. 

Will you please cause my sincere thanks to be con- 
veyed to the President and Fellows for this distinguished 
mark of their appreciation. 

Believe me, yours faithfully, 
F. 
oF CONDOLENCE. 

The PRESIDENT said that two members of the Society 
had away since their last meeting—Mr. Almond 
and Mr. George Lowe. Mr. Almond had been a Presi- 
dent of the Society and had done his utmost to further 
its interests. Mr. Lowe had been a regular attendant at 
their meetings. He proposed that a vote of condolence 
be sent to their relatives. : 

The resolution was passed in silence, the members 
standing. 

ELECTION oF FELLOWS. 


Mr. H. C. Driver, M.R.c.v.s., Heath Street, Hamp- 
stead ; Capt. F. G. Buxton, m.R.c.v.s., Jackson’s Lane, 
and Maj. G. W. Dunkin, m.B.c.v.s., “The 
Paddock,” Canterbury were unanimously elected Fellows 
of the Society. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. H. Kine exhibited the brain of a horse which had 
two well developed tumours in it, from which the ani- 
mal had died. of biain tumour were not uncom- 
mon among horses, he believed, but that was the only 
case in his experience where the post-mortem bad re- 


vealed the presence of bi-lateral psammoma. He had 
known the horse in question for over four years, and the 
only symptom it showed of anything being wrong was a 


certain amount of depression—to use the owner’s words ; 
when it was taken out to water or in harness it hung its 
head and behaved as though it hada headache. At last, 
after being at work all day, when going home at night it 
became uncontrollable and knocked itself about. It was 
eventually taken away in an ambulance, but died the 
same night. Most of the members must have come 
across cases of brain tumour, but there were generally 
some signs of it during the symptoms 
manifested might not always be associated with the real 
cause of the trouble. He had known another case in 
which a horse—a very irritable animal—after being 
operated on for paraphimosis, became uncontrollable 
after coming round from the chloroform, and bit the 
man who was holding its head ; for several hours the 
had been unable to restrain it. Eventually it died, an 
the post-mortem revealed a psammoma in the ventricle 
of the brain, which, owing to the chloroform, had caused 
the cerebral excitement. 

Mr. H. D. Jones exhibited a horse’s hoof which showed 
the process known as “levelling up.” A nail had been 
driven through the sole into the pedal bone. The hore 
had been sold at one of the London Repositories, but 
had very soon found its way into the knacker’s yard. 

Mr. J. C. CoLEMAN said he had been bay interested 
in Mr. King’s remarks, because he had been dealing with 
a case which showed symptoms which poin to a 
similar condition. About eighteen months ago a mare 
had a fit, perhaps once a week, and became uncontroll- 
able, throwing herself down and struggling violently. 
The frequency of these fits had increased, until at the 

resent time they occurred four or five times a day, each 
asting from 10 minutes to 2 hours. When the fits 
passed off there were no symptoms whatever of anything 
ing wrong with the mare ; in other respects the ani- 
mal was perfectly normal. 

On the motion of the Secretary, seconded by Mr. Neish, 
a vote of thanks was accorded to Messrs. King and Jones 
for their specimens and remarks. 


“CASES SEEN AT THE METROPOLITAN 
POLICE COURTS.” 


By Mr. M. G. BYERLEY, F.B.C.V 8. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When your worthy 
Secretary requested me to read a paper before this 
Society, in choosing my subject it occurred to me that, 
having examined, during many years past, almost all the 
horses the condition of which had led to charges of 
cruelty at two of the Metropolitan Police Courts, and 
consequently having had a wide experience of such cases, 
yee y a rough account of this work may not be entirely 
evoid of interest. 

And, at the outset, let me say that anyone going 
through a similar experience would soon be made aware 
of his own deficiencies, if he did not realize them pre- 
viously, for if he believed many of the statements made 
during the hearing of these cases, he would have the 
conviction forced upon him that his own eyesight often 
deceives him, and that his sense of touch is frequently 
not to be trusted. If he had thought that the Great 
Architect of the Universe had designed the horse with 
anatomical parts the special functions of which were all 
necessary for the perfect well-being of the animal, he 
would soon be differently informed. 

He would learn in this hard school that the horse’s 
anatomy could have been much simplified and that, for 
instance, it is able to work just as well without tendons 
and joints as with them. And he would certainly 
wonder why veterinary surgeons are so often consulted 
respecting the morbid conditions affecting the horse, be- 
cause from time to time he would hear that scarcely any 
of those conditions cause the animal pain or inconven- 
ience, and consequently do not in any way interfere with 
its usefulness. 
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I allude to these reflections sinaiy to indicate how 
difficult the work has been, and to illustrate the play of 
human nature which often prevents two men from form- 
ing similar mental pictures of the same subject. 

aving kept notes of my examinations, I have been 
able to tabulate some of the results. Of the ver 
numerous cases which have passed through my hands, 
may mention that [ shall only deal with the first suc- 
cessive 1600, all of which were examined long antecedent 
to the War. I had intended to make the number 2,000 
but, when I had reached the figures first mentioned, I 
must confess that I was so tired of my task that I could 
not go on any further. I have kept as far away as 
possible from the period of the War because I only wish 
to refer to normal times. 

Some of the particulars which I give may seem to 
many useless or unimportant, but I introduce them be- 
cause, perhaps, there may be some present having a 
a liking for statistics. 

I have always tried to a the ages of the animals 
which I have examined ; but [ well know that my con- 
clusions may b2 very faulty and I only give them asa 
rough indication of the working life of horses in London, 
the roads of which are extremely detrimental to them. 


Of the 1600 :— 
Horses. Age. Horses. Age. 

67 7 163... 19-20 

76 8 20-25 
79 9 


It will be noticed that comparatively few horses are 
seen at the Police Courts until they attain the age of 10 
years ; those from 7 to 9 oe ranging from just over 
4% to just under 5% of the total number, when at 10 
years we get an increase to over 11%. 


Per cent. 
13°56 were 11 and 12 years. 
11°93 so Me™ 


and more than 10% were 19 and 20 years old, the last 
being nearly as numerous as the 10-year-olds. Accord- 
ing to the figures which I have given, it would appear 
that at 16 years old the London horse may be said to 
have reached the grand climacteric. 

Assunring that the majority commence working in 
town at 5 years old, we cannot help being struck by the 
long period of service of many of these animals. If we 
divide the price paid for one by its years of service, it is 
often astonishing what a small sum per annum it has 


cost. 

When describing the bodily condition of horses, I am 
well aware that opinions will differ as widely as those 
having reference to age ; but in trying to be as accurate 
as possible my notes tell me that, of the 1600 horses, the 
condition was, in :— 


375 good 133 emaciated _ 
462 fair 116 very emaciated. 
514 poor 


These figures indicate that only half of the animals 
were nourished satisfactorily. I may say that when an 
animal has appeared to be on the border line between 
any two classes, I have always included it in the better 
rather than the poorer one. 

It is not always easy to give an exact reason for the 
emaciation from which a horse may be suffering simply 
by making an examination in the yard adjoining the 


police court. Emaciation, of course, arises from many 
causes and when we are required to specify them in 
some cases, we are often confronted by a task of no little 
difficulty. We may be able, for instance, to diagnose 
diseased or painful conditions which can have produced 
extreme emaciation ; but when we cannot do so it does 
not necessarily follow that an animal has been starved ; 
and, if we are asked if such a horse is suffering from 
starvation, we should be extremely careful how we frame 
an answer. 

Starvation usually means a condition of extreme suf- 
fering due to want of food, but to say that an animal 
has been starved without making any qualifying state- 
ment, is generally thought to imply that its condition is 
due to the deliberate witholding of food on the part of 
the person in whose charge the animal has been. To 
substantiate a charge of this nature is often impossible. 
In the absence of all knowledge of how an animal has 
been kept, a positive statement in such a case could only 
be made after a post-mortem examination. 

I have known horses, for example, suffering from the 
ray. of Sclerostomes which have exhibited symptoms 
simulating those of ordinary starvation. And in some 
of these cases, notwithstanding every endeavour may be 
made to induce the animals to feed, they refuse to take 
all nourishment offered to them. Thus, although an 
animal may be suffering from want of food, this may be 
due only to its own disinclination to partake of it. 

If horses are worked hard when in pain, we can well 
understand how they rapidly lose condition and become 
emaciated, for “ pain causes distress and exhaustion of 
nervous energy, interferes with sleep, interrupts the ap- 
petite and digestion so that the nutrition of the body is 
damaged, and thus, if long-continued, it can lead to 
changes shortening existence.” 

We cannot be surprised to find “emaciation associated 
with senility ; but I have been astonished at the good 
bodily condition of some horses apparently about a quar- 
ter of a century old. 

Horses that are very emaciated, or are suffering from 
senile decay, often have a very low general temperature, 
but among my notes the lowest recorded temperature 
was 95° e read much about elevation of the general 
temperature in various diseases, but it is really surpris- 
ing what a little is recorded about sub-normal tempera- 
tures, 

It is well to bear in mind the principal causes for de- 

ression of the general temperature ; and 1 hope, there- 
ore, that I shall be forgiven for mentioning some of 
them here. It is observed as a consequence of consider- 
able loss of blood, in starvation from any cause, and in 
the wasting of some chronic diseases, such as cancer of 
various organs, or in diseases*of the brain and spinal 
cord. Also in cases of poisoning by various substances, 
and in many cases of chronic kidney disease. 

In most of these cruelty-cases the Police have taken 
action because the horses were working with sores 
caused by friction or pressure of some part of the har- 
ness, or showing signs of lameness. Many of the ani- 
mals having sores were also lame; and so, in going 
through my notes, I have found that I had to classify 
more than 2,500 abnormal conditions affecting 1,600 
cases. 

Taking sores first, there were :— 


565 horses with collar-galls, 
438 with sores caused by the saddle, 
126 with girth-gall 

67 with crupper-galls. 

With regard to sore shoulders, the facts I have ean 
indicate that the number of horses working with them, 
to their detriment, must be very large throughout the 
country ; and it is certainly our duty to do what we can 
to mitigate the evil. From an economic point of view 
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it is a serious question, and, if properly handled, a great 
boas to the State could be prevented every year. 

_* L have no hesitation in saying that, while many were 
probably unavoidable, a very large proportion of these 
sores were traceable to stupidity, carelessness or neglect. 

A dirty condition of the skin due to want of grooming 
and improperly fitting and unclean harness were un- 
doubtedly the principal causes of primary sores. : 

It is really amazing the amount of ignorance displayed 
in dealing with injuries to the shoulder referable to the 
collar. Causes seem to be generally ignored and only 
symptoms treated. 

hen a horse has a sore shoulder, the real reason is 
not looked for, \but the collar is promptly sent to the 
harness maker to be “chambered.” This individual fre- 
uently does not see the collar on the horse’s shoulders, 
therefore the so-called easing is often not done in the 
right place. But if it is, the alteration of the collar, as 
often as not, causes the production of another sore where 
the edge of the chamber rubs the shoulder. The collar 
is then sent to have another depression made in it, with, 
as likely as not, a similar result ; and so we get some 
horses showing a scries of scars down their shoulders 
plainly illustrating the absurdity of the practice. 

In order to save a little expense at the outset of the 
trouble, a short-sighted or ignorant man will briag upon 
himself very great loss in the long run. It is an exam- 
ple of the _—_ wise and pound foolish policy. 

I have frequently seen collars that, instead of being 
smooth, were poor | but elevations and depressions ; 
and it seems incredible that anyone could expect a horse 
to draw a load comfortably while wearing such an in- 
strument of torture. We must remember that, when a 
horse is working, while one shoulder is advancing the 
other is doing the opposite, so that the collar never rests 
on a level surface like it does when the animal is stand- 
ing still. The collar, therefore, sways from side to side, 
and, in addition, when the horse is in draught, there is 
a tendency for it to rise. The collar, consequently, 
must fit the neck if we are to prevent pinching or friction. 

A collar that fits does not need “chambering” ‘and 
one that does not fit is made worse by the treatment. 

While the collar is going through the so-called easing 
process, efforts are made at the same time to dry up the 
sore as quickly as possible, and thus frequently healing 
is retarded or prevented. Many people delude them- 
selves with the idea that if a sore 1s only covered over 
with a scab, however filthy, the sore is no longer there 
but is healed. 

The pressure of harness on “sitfasts” is considered 
by some as of no consequence, because the parts are 
“dry”; but lam remy of opinion that horses often 
suffer much more from this cause than from open sores. 
I may say at once that, except that in the case of quite 
superficial abrasions, in my practice I will have nothing 
to do with the so-called healing undera scab. I want to 
heal the sore and not to hide it. Ifa sore be deep and 
it can only be repaired by the production of scar-tissue, 
which always forms around the margins and which must 
inevitably contract, the pressure of a thick scab prevents 
the speedy termination of the process—even if it does 
not enclose septic matter. 

The objections which I have urged against the cham- 
pases | of collars must not be taken to apply also to the 
chamberiug of saddles, because the latter keep prett 
well in one position on working horses, and do not oscil- 
late like collars. But a great deal of guesswork is used 
alsoin this connection, and consequently saddles are 
often found with the chambering incorrectly placed. 

In my experience, I have found the best plan to adopt, 
before having a saddle eased on account of a sore, is to 
apply some grease and lampblack to the latter and care- 

y place the former in its proper position on the horse’s 


back. A mark will then be left on the lining of the sad- 
dle which will accurately indicate where the chamber 
should be made. 

When giving evidence in cases of sore thoulders or sore 
backs, we cannot state whether horses were working in 
pain or not unless we have seen their collars or saddles 
on them, because effective alterations may have been 
made in those parts of the harness since the first appear- 
ance of the sores, But if we find that a sore was actually 
either being rubbed or pressed at the time the animal 
was stopped by the police, the next question we have to 
decide is how long the sore has been in existence. 

In cases of recent abrasions, we often have blood- 
stains on the parts of the harness causing them, but 
when a sore is older, has been much worn and has be- 
come depressed, then we often see evidence of discharge 
of a different character, and, when the sore has been 
neglected, it may be of a purulent nature. I have heard 
it stated sometimes that » saddle had not been effective- 
ly eased because dried pus was found on the lining at 
the top of the chamber. In some of these cases, I have 
been unable to agree with such an inference, and I have 
been forced to the conclusion that the discharge which 
was seen was really on the saddle before the chambering 
was done, and it was there afterwards because no one 
had taken the trouble to remove it. 

Various substances, such as alum, Fuller’s earth, cop- 
per sulphate, blacklead, etc., may be found on sores, 
showing that someone had a knowledge of their existence 
before the cases were seen by the police. Some of these 
agents doubtless were applied with a good intention ; 
but when I observe a large sore on a dark coloured horse 
covered with ordinary lampblack, then I cannot help 
thinking that the treatment was adopted simply for the 
purposes of disguise. 

A careful study of the changes which take place dur- 
ing the healing of wounds of the horse’s skin is very 
necessary to enable us to deal with this quesiton satis- 
factorily. I therefore now interpose some observations 
which | made some years ago bearing on this subject. 

On October 21st 1908, I carefully dissected a circular 
sitfast from a brown gelding’s shoulder, the wound be- 
ing afterwards regularly dressed with Perchloride of 
mercury 1 in 1000. 

I subsequently took measurements as follow :— 


Date. Width of wound. Date Width of wound 


Oct, 220d... ... 15/16 in. Nov. Ist 6/16 in. 
» 28rd... ... 14/16in. ,, Sed... ... 5/16 ip. 
Sth... .. 796i. 


During eighteen days therefore, the wound had de- 
creased in size 13/16 in. leaving only a spot 4 in. wide. 

While the wound was healing and contracting the de- 
= of scar-tissue was plainly seen on Oct. 26th. 
On Oct. 30th there was a ring of it 4 in. wide, and on 
Nov. 5th this had increased to 3/16 in. 

Here scar-tissue was seen to be forming on the 5th 
day after the wound was made ; there was } in. on the 
9th day, and 3/16 in. on the 14th day. 

On Sept. 9th, 1908, an oval sitfast was dissected from 
a draught gelding’s back, the wound being afterwards 
treated as the one just described. The following are 
the measurements made :— 


Date. Width of wound. Date. Width of wound. 


Sept. 20th ... ... i xlin. Sept. 29th ... ... x gin. 
1g x2in. Oct.2ad ... ... x fin. 
» 27th... 13/16x din. » 6th ... 2x 3/16in. 


In sixteen days this wound 1% in. x 1 in. had become 
one of gin. x 3/16 in. 
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In this instance scar-tissue was seen to be forming on 
Sept. 25th, it was jin. on Sept. 29th and 3/16in. on 
Oct. 2nd. 

Here scar-tissue, therefore, was forming on the 6th 
day after the wound was made ; it was } in. wide on the 
10th day and 3/16 in. on the 13th day. 

I could give many other illustrations. However. I 
will not wéary you with anything further, except to say 
that, taking a general survey of numerous  bservations, 
with regard to wounds of the skin of the horse’s shoulder 
and back, scar-tissue is generally seen on the 5th or 6th 
day ; it takes 9 or 10 days to get } in. and from 13 to 14 
— to get 3/16 in. formed. 

hese remarks of course have reference to wounds not 
rubbed by harness. 

In dealing with larger wounds, it will be observed 
that after the ring of scar-tiseue has reached a certain 
width, it does not seem to get much wider as the wound 
contrazts, and this of course is due to the first-formed 
part rapidly contracting as new is forming, so that, in 
judging the age of these wounds, we have not only to 
consider the width of the scar, but at the same time 
make allowance for contraction. It is not easy to take 
measurements of parts affected by the panniculus, as, 
directly your measure approaches them, there is gener- 
ally a quivering of the skin. 

I have here two diagrams ans the changes which 
took place during the healing of the two skin-wounds 
which I have described. The figures have been drawn 
as near as possible the actual size of the parts they are 
intended to represent. (See pp. 364, 365.) 

In comparing what takes place in a wound when an 
animal is rested and when it is kept at work, of course 
we have to make fiany allowances, for it is obvious that 
in the latter healing is constantly being interfered with. 

The principal causes of lameness are as follows :— 

Conditions affecting the fetlock joint, including sprains 
and exostoses, numbered 227, 50 of these being exostoses 
affecting the head of the os suffraginis. Im addition 
there were 68 injuries caused by brushing, givin a total 
of 295, showing that this joint is a very vulnerable part 
of the horse’s anatomy. ' 


Injuries to the feet, including corns and those 
caused by treads, picked up nails and faulty 

ghoeing, totalled - - of - 163 

Sprained flexor tendons, were - - - 133 

Ringbones - - --+ «= 3299 

Laminitis was seenin - ° 

Grease, causing lameness in - 


Canker wasfoundinonly - - - 7 


Lameness caused by Navicular disease, and splints, 

was only diagnosed in 12 cases each. 
_-I may add that 58 animals had broken knees, but 
many of them were not lame from that cause ; and I 
only mention them to show the frequency with which 
the condition is met with. . 
~. The number of each of the other causes of lamene 
was so small as to be unimportant for the purposes of 
this general summary. 

In dealing with this part of my subject, I am afraid 
that I am going to tread on very controversial ground. 

Lameness, in my opinion, should be divided into two 
distinct classes, viz., painful and non-painful. The term 
lameness, to some minds, always signifies a defective 
movement caused by some painful condition. 

William Percival] in 1849 wrote that “lameness is the 
manifestation in the act of progression, by one or more 
of the limbs, of pain or weakness, wages by impedi- 
ment.” I do not think that definition can be improved 
upon ; and it indicates that lameness is not necessarily 
of a painful nature. 


Some prefer to style non-painful lameness as mechan- 
ical lameness ; and, as a mechanical action or movement 
is said to be done without thought, intention or deliberate 
design, but by mere force of habit, I see no reason to 
offer any objection to the use of such language. 

Some would have us limit the term lameness to those 
cases which showed pain and describe the other cases as 
“defective action,” but this would imply that painful 
lameness is not defective action —which it certainly is ; 
therefore such a distinction is not helpful. 

Now, I must confess that, while I have seen cases of 
mechanical lameness at the Police. Courts, I have not 
been able to agree with many of the nees which I 
have heard expressed on this subject. hen a condition 
cannot be cured, some people, in their despair, arrive at 
the conclusion that such a state of things really does not 
matter, because they have at last learned that it is not 
attended by any pain. When we are beaten by such 
cases, why should we be too proud to imitate the methods 
of the members of another profession who are so fond of 
advising changes of air and scene for intractable and 
troublesome cases? I have heard it stated that true 
ringbones and badly sprained and thickened tendons, 
although they cause an altered gait, have no pain asso- 
ciated with them. I have heard a similar opinion ex- 
pressed respecting other conditions which, in my view, 
were certainly painful, but to consider them all would 
lead me to far overstep the limits of an ordinary paper. 

Now true ringbones where important joints are in- 
volved, and badly sprained and thickened tendons defy 
us to banish their evil influences ; and so often we hear 
that pain does not bear them company. If we could 
only cure them, how different would be the position ! 

I think that before we can conscieutiously assert that 
a case of lameness is purely mechanical, we ought to 
apply the following test. Does the degree of lameness 
vary at different times, or is it always of the same inten- 
sity? If lameness be mechanical and not painful, I 
cannot undérstand why it should vary in intensity. A 
horse that starts away from the stable perhaps not show- 
ing much lameness, but which becomes very lame after 
it has done some work, is affected, in my opinion, with 
something different to mechanical lameness. 

Again, in sonie so-called cases of mechanical lameness 
the operation of neurectomy has the effect of removing 
the lameness. Surely, in such instances we have a de- 
monstration that it was not force of habit but pain that 
produced the defective action. 

And it is well known that horses suffering from true 
ringbones are less Jame when travelling on soft ground 
than they are when worked on hard roads. Why should 
this be so if the disease is not of a painful nature? Con- 
eussion on a road paved with granite is greater than it 
would be on turf, but why shohild that make any differ- 
ence to a case of mechanical lameness ¢ 

If we say that horses with such diseases are not less 
fit for present use, why should their value be so seriously 
lessened in the open market’? According to the advo- 
cates of mechanical lameness, they ought to be of more 
value than when in a sound state, because they will not 
be further troubled by any pain in those parts that have 
become incurably diseased and so ought to work better 
and keep in finer condition. 

The more I consider the function and structure of the 
different parts of the horse’s limbs, the poorer becomes 
my belief in most of these cases of so-called mechanical 
lameness. Quoting from Smith’s Veterinary Physiol- 
ogy :—‘ there are two distinct strains imposed on a 
limb, viz., the shock of concussion when the foot comes 
to the ground and the strain of compression occasioned 
when it is leaving the ground. One is the concussion of 
impact, and the other the compression of propulsion.” 

When the fore leg comes to the ground, the limb is 
straightened and the bony column is rigid for the time 
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being. The shock of impact and the strain of compres- 
sion are therefore greatest at that part of the column of 
bones nearest to the point of impact and decreases as it 
passes up the limb.” 

“The hind leg differs from the fore limb in its method 
of providing for the concussion of impact ; here we find 
that the limb, instead of being straight, is bent at the 
hock. The shock of impact comes, therefore, largely on 
the hock. 

PO anti-concussion mechanisms are of two 
inds :— 

1, Those for receiving the weight of the body on the 
leg when the foot comes to the ground, without the foot 
suffering from the concussion of impact. These are 
principally provided by the yielding joints formed in the 
pedal and fetlock articulations, and by the tendinous 
and ligamentous material at the back of the limb. 

2. Those which admit of amg ag of one fore-limb 
without the parts suffering from the compression of pro- 
pulsion. Such are furnished by the column of bones be- 
ing broken up from the scapula to the pedis.” 


I really do not think that we sufficiently keep these 
facts before us when we are considering the sensations 
an animal is likely to experience as the result of these 
diseases of the limbs. 

Now concussion is held to have a great influence in 
producing inflammatory changes in important parts of 
the limbs ; and I would ask what is the effect of concus- 
sion on those parts after they have been seriously dis- 
eased? The pedal lamine are obviously chietly affected 
by the superincumbent weight of the body, and the 
strain they have to endure is of course affected by the 
anti-concussion mechanisms described. 

What then is the effect on the laminw when they are 
robbed of these buffers.’ 

It is often stated that a ringbone, where you get bones 
cemented together and joints obliterated, is really an 
attempt by nature to strengthen the parts. Well, all I 
can say is that I cannot subscribe to that doctrine, for 
I never will believe that Nature tries to strengthen parts 
by destroying important functions. We might just as 
well assert that in cases of pneumonia, she endeavours 
to strengthen the lungs by consolidating them. 

With regard to a badly sprained and thickened flexor 
tendon with adhesions generally between it and its 
sheath, let us consider how it is influenced when it has 
to try and do its work. We must not forget that, be- 
sides its ordinary function, it also materially helps to 
support the weight of the body when the foot is on the 
ground. It is always attempting to pull through a sen- 
sitive sheath in which it is jammed ; and I maintain 
that the parts are never really free from inflammation 
and the pain arising therefrom. 

When the heels are raised a good deal from the ground 
through the shortening of the tendon, support is some- 
times attempted by making the horse wear calkins to 
the shoe if a fore limb is affected ; but, while this miti- 
gates some of the strain and relieves the pain, any ad- 
vantage derived from the treatment vanishes as soon as 
the calkins are worn down, and this soon happens on 
the roads of London. One horse with badly inflamed 
and contracted flexor tendons was wearing a shoe on the 
anterior part of which was a lever 14” long. In my 
opinion, this added considerably to the animal’s suffer- 


ing. 

Williams has given as a cause of sprain of the flexor 
tendons, in some parts of the covntry, the wearing of 
shoes with heavy toepieces, as they materially increase 
the resistance to the action of the flexors. The advan- 
tage of grip which such shoes confer often becomes a 
cause of lameness, from the fact that it has to be over- 
come by the active organs ofjlocomotion. He afterwards 
wrote “ Many horses with contraction of the tendons 


will perform very slow work moderately well if a piece 
of iron is attached to the toe of the shoe, projecting an 
inch or two in front of it and slightly turned up at its 
anterior part. This acts as a lever upon the toe, forcing 
the heel downwards and pomatns “ knuckling over” 
on the front of the fetlock joint.” 

Here we see that he actually advocates as a treatment 
for this disease a style of shoeing worse than what he 
had previously described as inducing it. To my mind, 
it is very bad teaching which cannot be defended in any 


way. 

-_ grant that horses affected with these diseases 
may walk, if they be allowed to act as they wish, with- 
out suffering severely ; but, when you harness them sto 
loads, you then cause them to do as their drivers will, 
and rob them at once of the advantage of doing those 
things which relieve them of pain. 

It is thus not always fair to compare conditions affec- 
ting man with those troubling horses. A man is not 
aren with a whip behind him, but usually walks as he 
pleases. 


The Presipent thought a sustained and temperate 
discussion would do much to elucidate the knotty pro- 
blems Mr. Byerley had so ably described. 

Mr. MoIntosu said they had the subject put before 
them that — by a gentleman who had a very large 
experience of Police Court work, and he was sure all 
would agree that few men could place before them their 
experiences in such an able and interesting manner. 
There will be differences of opinion on many of the 
points raised, bnt from the peper we have just listened 
to, it is quite evident that Mr. Byerley is thoroughly 
earnest and sincere in his conclusions. 

He was in agreement with the essayist that a sore, no 
matter how small, if touched by harness gave rise to 
pain. Opinions will sometimes differ as to the amount 
of pain, and as to whether a sore is recent or otherwise, 
but those opinions ought to be capable of adjustment 
before placing them before the Court. 

With regard to lameness this was—as the writer had 
stated, controversial ground. Certain cases were quite 
real and the cause definite, so that nothing of a conflict- 
ing nature need arise. Unfortunately however it was 
the practice of many Police Court Veterinary Surgeons 
to catalogue all defects or abnormalities of the om a of 
horses—real and imaginary, and present them to the 
Court with the knowledge of a prophet, irrespective of 
whether they formed part of the charge or not. This he 
thought manifestly unfair, and calculated to destroy that 
balance of Justice which it is the duty of the Court to 
administer. He was quite satisfied that there were 
many abnormalities of the limbs which were not associa- 
ted with either pain or lameness, and ought therefore to 
be excluded from evidence. 

There are thousands of animals on the streets to-day 
with sidebones, ringbones, splints and other bony form- 
mations, which are practically sound working animals 
and are perfectly capable of doing a fair day’s work 
without any suffering. 

Many of these may have a more or less mechanical 
gait, but once inflammation has subsided and ossification 
and anchylosis is complete, _ pain attached to them 
would disappear. e thought veterinary surgeons, 
whether engaged for the prosecution or the defence, 
should arrive at some sort of agreement before going into 
the witness-box. He did not suggest that they should 
put their heads together in order to defeat justice, but 
in a spirit of comradeship and good fellowship should 
consult with a view to harrowing down those wide differ- 
ences which were to-day a matter of public ridicule and 
a disgrace to the profession. 
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Mr. J. also thanked Mr. for his very 
interesting paper. Although personally he had very little 
experience of Police Court work, he pou the pro- 
fession as a whole would agree with Mr. Byerley as to 
sores. A veterinary surgeon could scarcely go into the 
box to defend a case of sores through friction from the 
harness. He agreed with Mr. Mclotosh’s remarks on 
the subject of lameness. Considerable differences of 
opinion were often expressed in Court with regard to 
lameness, and frequently he thought the case should be 
submitted to a third party. Sometimes when he had 
defended a case in Court he had been astounded to find 
the veterinary surgeon for the prosecution mentioned 
every defect in the horse to strengthen his evidence, 
such as splint, ring-bone or a sprained tendon, although 
such defects might have nothing to do with the case at 
all. He had known cases where a conviction had been 
secured on evidence of that kind, and when the horse 
had been brought home and the shoes taken off it had 
been found to be lame with acorn! He could not under- 
stand how a veterinary ~~ -> could go into a box and, 
in answer to a question the Magistrate, swear on 
oath that a horse had been lame for three months—an 
ergs which he would hesitate to give to his private 
client without a more exhaustive examination. The 
majority of Police Court cases in London were foot 
cases, but an opinion was frequently formed without the 
shoe being removed. 

Mr. Willett related some of his experiences when de- 
fending cases in Court. On one occasion the veterinary 
surgeon for the prosecution said a horse was suffering 
from ring-bone, and must have been lame for three 
months. On his ex sommes disagreement, the Magis- 
trate said “ You would.” He objected to that remark 
and the Magistrate ordered him to stand down, an 
when he asked that the opinion of a third surgeon should 
be taken his request was ignored. The Magistrate did 
not fine the man he had defended, but told him that if 
he would pay the costs of the case he could go. That 
was not fair to the man; the Magistrate should have 
stated definitely whether he was guilty or not guilty ; 
the opinion of a third surgeon should have been taken. 
He objected to the evidence of the veterinary surgeon 
for the prosecution being always taken, and everything 
“mg by the surgeon for the defendant being regarded as 
ies. 

The following week he had appeared before the same 
magistrate to defend a case of a horse which was lame. 
He examined the horse and saw a gathered nail running 
into its foot, but did not remove it. The veterinary 
surgeon for the prosecution said the horse was lame 
from a contracted foot, and must have been lame for 
some time. He said he totally disagreed with that view, 
and the magistrate made the same remark— “ You 
would.” He told the magistrate that if he would come 
outside and look at the horse, he would show him the 
nail, which he had left in the foot as it was part of his 
evidence. 

He wished to impress on veterinary surgeons who ap- 
peased for the prosecution the importance of giving the 

efendant a chance ; and he thought that unless the shoe 
was taken off they should not swear in Court that the 
horse was lame from any particular cause, although the 
animal might have four or five unsoundnesses on the leg. 

Prof. MACQUEEN proposed that the diacussion be ad- 
journed to the next meeting. The papcr was most in- 
teresting and instructive (hear, hear) and if they read it 
carefully he was sure they would derive a great deal of 
useful information from it ; therefore he would not like 
to see the discussion hurried over. ‘ 

} a THOMPSON seconded the motion, which was car- 
ried, 
There being no other business, the meeting terminated. 


Huon A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


LANCASHIRE DIVISION. 


The annual meeting was held on Thursday, December 
11th. atthe Royal Army Medical School, Brooks Bar, 
Manchester. There were present Mr. G. H. Locke, 
President, and Messrs. Elam, Ball, Hewetson, Macgregor 
juor., Sumner qa Lancaster, Norbury, Lomas, White- 

ead, Munro, W. G. Burndred, E. J. Burndred, Holroyd, 
Harrison Michaelis, Edwards, Ferguson, Ingram, K. 
Hughes, Lawson, Woods, J. Hughes, Bibby, Curbishley, 
Shawcross, E. F.Wood, . Ackroyd, 8. Ackroyd, Wright, 
Chadwick, Wilson, Mayall, Noel Pillers, Garside, Eaton. 
Jones, New, Dobie, olstenholme, Howe, Hopkins, 
Stent, Holmes, Spruell, Noar, Caldwell, Taylor, Hal), 
F. Hopkin, Brittlebank, Dr. Young and Prof, Hobday. 

The programme was divided into two parts, the after- 
noon being devoted to a paper by Prof. Hobday on An- 
wsthetics with practical demonstrations of methods ad- 
visable to be employed, particularly by ‘single-handed 
practitioners, with special reference to the provisions of 
the Animals Anesthetics Bill. After tea a discussion 
took place on the subject, and general business was 
transacted. 

Prof. Hoppay said that they were now bound by the 
Animals Anwsthetics Act (1919) when operating to give 
an anesthetic of sufficient power to prevent the patient 
from feeling pain ; and for a certain list of operations as 
tabulated in schedules 1, 2 and 3 it was specifically sta- 
ted that it must be a “general anwsthetic ” which meant 
chloroform or one of its mixtures. As a surgeon he ob- 
jected to being dictated to as to the class of anwsthetic 
to be administered, and thought that it should be left to 
the discretion of the veterinary profession to select the 
anesthetic to be used, so long as it was one which 
proved to be of sufficient power to make the operation 
a particularly as there were operations in the 

rst three schedules for which a local anesthetic scien- 
tifically applied could be used satisfactorily. At present 
this method cannot be used without breaking the law. 

There are, he said, in common use, two methods of 

iving chloroform to horses, and one of these is to give 
it in the standing position. He gave a demonstration 
of this method. He preferred plenty of apere, one man 
standing on either side of the animal each holding a ro 
lightly and standing fairly close. The operator should 
stand in front doing something for the first four minutes 
or so to attract the animal's attention. Roberts’ pattern 
of mask is a very good one for the purpose, and two 
ounces of chloroform was a fair average quantity to 
commence with, taking care that the drug was fresh. 
For a prolonged operation a mask which covers the nos- 
trils only is preferable, as it is dangerous to keep both 
nostrils and mouth covered, chtefly because the tongue 
is not safely out of the way. It is therefore better to 
have a mask for the nostrils only. He preferred to start 
with a small dose, and to give it slowly. The stomach 
and intestines should be ny as far as possible, 
twenty-four hours starvation beixg sufficient. 


For a prolonged operation therefore, having got the . 


animal down he would change the mask to one of Cox’s 

ttern. 

The second demonstration was an Ovariotomy. The 
mare was eight years old, and when purchased three 
years ago proved to be in foal. She was quiet until the 
oal died ; she was served again three weeks afterwards 
and was fully worked for three or four months, when 
she suddenly developed into a bad kicker, particularly 
when other horses were near. She had been put away 
for three months. With her history the removal of the 
ovaries should prove successful. He used a Cox’s muzzle 
which can be made by any sadler for about 12s.6d. He 
used a pad of wadding instead of a sponge, as the latter 
was apt to blister the nostrils. He showed how the pad 
would be folded so as to serve for twelve, or even six. 


— 
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teen, cases. He used two ounces of chloroform, and 
this was effective in five minutes. For a “roarer” he 
would use 14 ounces, and for a colt one ounce to com- 
mence with. Asan antidote he had ready ammonia and 
prussic acid. Strychnine is recommended by some, but 
is dangerous for small animals. The best of all is 
Scheele’s ape jones acid. After this operation on a 
vicious mare half rations should be given for some time 
— convalescence is established put her to hard 
work. 

The operation was completed in fifteen minutes. 
Various specimens of masks and chloroforming utensils 
for dogs were then shewn, and a demonstration given on 


a nine year old dog. The first essential was, he said, to | i 


at the dog in such a position that the lungs and heart 
ad full play. Two per cent. chloroform vapour mixed 
with air is then given, and this must be done carefully 
and slowly, allowing about 5 or 6 minutes for anzesthesia 
to be established. 

The dog has a particular idiosyncrasy for strychnine 
and if used as an antidote extreme care must be taken. 


A resolution of condolence on the death of Mr. Munro, 
Altrincham, was passed, all members —— 

Speaking in the meeting after tea, Prof. Hobday 
thought it would be of advantage to draw attention to 
one or two points in connection with the Animals Anzs- 
thetics Bill. The chief things in the amended bill are 
those mentioned in the first two schedules. Trephining 
was at first put in, but has now been transferred ; Cas- 
stration has been deleted altogether. The original bill 
said that a horse 2 years and over should not be subjec- 
ted to the operation of castration unless during the whole 
operation the animal was under an anesthetic. 

Operations specifically mentioned under schedules 
four, five and six, shall not be done unless under the 
influence of some anzsthetic, either local or general. 
The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries are permitted to 
add any other operations to these schedules. The choice 
of the anzsthetic to be used should, he thought, have 
been left to the-profession, so long as it was one which 
would not cause pain. The Board of Agriculture are 
also allowed to declare any substance to be a general 
anesthetic under the Act if they consider that it is of 
sufficient power to prevent the animal feeling pain. 

Mr. Stent wished to know what was the best local 
anesthetic. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME asked how a local anesthetic 
would be administered subcutaneously for operations on 
the bones of the face. He welcomed the Professor 
amongst them, and thanked him for instruction in 
matters so vital to the profession. 

Personally he had only once given chloroform statd- 
ing, and had not tried again. The d2monstration of 
this method was interesting and instructive. He had 
used a modification of Carlisle’s muzzle, but was pleased 
with the bag used on the mare that day, and particularly 
with the way of drawing forward and securing the 
tongue. Personally he did not measure chloroform and 
had not had any trouble. 

Mr. CuRBISHLEY asked if it would be safe to try the 
standing method of chloforming for a powerful Shire 
stallion with nothing but ropes to hold him with. He 
would also like information as to whether the Bill is 
meant to apply to operations for Hernia such as can be 
treated by the application of a clam without cutting the 
skin. Also, where pneumonia follows the giving o 
chloroform, is there any hope from any class of treat- 
ment adopted. 

Mr. Nog Pincers thought the Animals Anesthetics 
Bill worth reading but unedifying. Four or five veter- 
inary surgeons gave evidence, but practically gave only 
their own views. The profession was to blame for not 


sending someone to express its views, and to show a 
united front. 

Mr. Hucues thought it would be monstrous to put 
a horse or foal under choloroform for docking. He did 
not use chloroform for extraction of molar teeth. Oper- 
ations on the mouth where there is a good deal of 
hzemorrhage require great care. 

Mr. Epwarps, referring to the demonstration of 
chloroforming an animal standing, said they go down 
quicker if one of the fore legs is fastened up. 

Mr. BRITTLEBANK said he rose with pleasure to add 
his meed of thanks to Prof. Hobday for his practical 
demonstrations. These are of greater assistance to men 
in — than writings or recitations in meetings. The 
subject is before you, and you see some of the difficulties 
that the man in the field has to contend with. One sub- 
ject had not been referred to—the use of anzesthetics in 
parturition in our animals. When in practice, he used 
chloroform freely with undoubted success, and saving of 
labour. There is no doubt, he said,that the question of 
the administration of anzesthetics is a serious one, and 
probably more serious than the eye realises. He 
agreed with previous speakers that the Bill was painful 
to our pride as a scientific profession, and that to say 
the least of it, it was a deliberate insult to tell us in what 
particular cases we must use an anzsthetic, either a 
general or local. 

The National Association, now reconstituted had 
commenced to move and would be hoped become a 
— factor in protecting the interests of the pro- 

ession. It is time, in his opinion, that unjustifiable 
comparisons, whether openly made or not, of the relative 
values of unqualified as compared with qualified veter- 
inary service should cease. There is no justification for 
that attitude, and he believed that a good deal of the 
criticism is deliberately made because the class of labour 
has been — The majority of the profession will do 
nothing to help themselves, and if they are too disin- 
terested to join one or other of the Associations their 
interest cannot be extensive. 

Mr. Woops referred to Prof. Hobday as the greatest 
enthusiast in surgery he knew, and also the pioneer of 
scientific surgery in the lower animals. In Mr. Wood’s 
younger days chloroform went bad before it was used, 
and the method used for the lower animals was so 
crude that the percentage of fatal accidents was very 
considerable. Prof. Hobday had changed all this, and 
anyone who followed his instructions can give chloro- 
form with safety. 

He had not used chloroform for a confinement and 
would like to know whether the Carlisle mask was 
efficient ; they must remember that the muzzle of the 
ox is a peculiar shape and would require a special con- 
trivance. 

On the question of representatives of the profession 
appearing before the House of Lords, it would have 
been a difficult matter for a veterinary surgeon to have 
opposed the Anzesthetics Bill, because he would have 
been looked upon as cruel. In some of the operations 
mentioned it was thought that an anzsthesic was un- 
necessary, and personally he thought the standing opera- 
tion was less harmful than the giving of chloroform. 

Mr. Hopkin wished to emphasize the necessity for 
unity in the profession. The rank and file should not 
live isolated lives but should mix amongst their brethen. 

Mr. MAYALL said he had chloroformed a great many 
horses and always used the Carlisle’s muzzle without 


{| fatal results. He thought they should be allowed to 


extract molar teeth with the aid of a local anesthetic. 
Dentists used cocaine and it had been satisfactory. 

A member requested information as to the age for 
docking of dogs’ tails. 

Mr. FerGuson a case of a labouring man 
being fined 40s. and costs for getting an ordinary pair of 
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pliers and nipping his dog’s tail off. It was done with- 
out an anesthetic. 

Prof. Hospay, replying, said, he had refrained from 
dealing with local anzsthetics because it was a separate 
thing and could be dealt with by itself on another 
occasion. There were a considerable number, all useful 
in their way, such as cocaine, stovaine, urea and qui- 
nine, ether spray, ethyl-chloride. The first three are 
the best selection. Cocaine is, of course,a poison. Sto- 
vaine and novocain are better for use if pinay as 
they are not so toxic. 

As regards using the standing method of giving 
chloroform to a Shire stallion, he had seen it done satis- 
oa <td and matters went off much as they had done 
to-day. 

Strychnine, given hypodermatically, is the best agent 
to use for chloroform pneumonia. 

As regards blood in the lungs when molar teeth are 
extracted, he agreed that the risk makes it dangerous, 
but it is mentioned in the schedule, and a general anws- 
thetic must be used. If done expertly and when very 
young the use of an anesthetic for castration of smaller 
animals of the farm is, he thinks, unnecessary, and he 
instanced having recently seen eight male bigs castrated 
in sixty-one seconds. To have chloroformed them would 
have been nonsensical. 

Mr. Tay or asked if he would consider a large dose of 
chloral ee a successful general anesthetic. 

Prof. Hoppay said this was classed as a narcotic, but 
the distinction between deep narcosis and anesthesia is 
afine one. It is largely used abroad. 

Mr. TayLor proposed a vote of thanks to Prof. Hob- 
day for his kindness in coming to one of the oldest V.M. 
Associations in existence. All were exceedingly indebted 
for the demonstrations and remarks. 

Mr. BritTLEBANK in seconding hoped that this would 
be the commencement of a new year for the Associ- 
ation. 


Minutes. The minutes of the last annual meeting 
were taken as read ; pro by Mr. Wolstenholme, 


seconded by Mr. Knight. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


At a meeting of the Council held on Novembe1 11th, 
the following officers were recommended for the year 
1920 :— 
President : Mr. A.W. Noel-Pillers 

Vice-Presidents : Messrs. G. H. Locke, J. H. Wright, 

and A. I). Minor. 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. E. H. Stent 

Hon. Secretary : Mr. J. Spreull 

Council : Messrs. J. Adamson, J. W. Brittlebank, E. 
H. Curbishley, T. Hopkin, F. ee A. Lawson, W. 
eee, . Sumner, J. B. Wolstenholme and W. 


8. 
Auditors: Mr. W. A. Taylor and Mr. J. W. Ingram. 
Mr. TayLor proposed and Mr. Wolstenholme secon- 

ded that the pot te mentioned be elected en bloc. (Car- 


ried). 
Exection or R.C.V.S. 


Mr. WoLsTENHOLME proposed that Mr. G. H. Locke 
be nominated as the candidate of the Lancashire V.M. 
A., and that the Yorkshire and Eastern Counties Associ- 
ations be asked to combine in support of their respective 
candidates. 

Mr. BriTTLeBaNK seconded and Mr. Taylor spoke in 
(This was adopted). 

e following minutes of Council held November 19th 
were read. “After a full discussion on Mr. Sumner’s 
paper on “ Reconstruction and the policy of the profes- 
sion ” the following resolutions were adopted” :— _ 

1. That no candidate be adopted by any Veterinary 


Medical Society for membership of Council without a 
clear expression of his views on professional politics. 

2. That all candidates to Council be pledged to sup- 
port the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment Bill, and 
when passed to agree that appointed members be al- 
lowed their travelling expenses. 

3. That all candidates for Council of R.C.V.S. be re- 
quested to support a policy requiring that the complete 
administrative control of all animal diseases be placed 
in the hands of the veterinary profession. 

4. That the Lancashire V.M.A. consider the alteration 
of rules to enable meetings to be held as often as the 
Council may consider necessary. 

5. That a revision of the syllabus be discussed at a 
full meeting of the Lancashire V.M.A._ . 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME gave notice of motion that the 
mead rule be altered to comply with resolution 

our, 
Mr. BRITTLEBANK proposed and Mr. Wright seconded 
that the foregoing minutes be brought forward for dis- 
cussion and at the next meeting if possible. (Carried). 

Election of members. The following were unanimous- 
ly elected members of the Association :—Messrs. J. Hall, 
Ashton under-Lyne ; J. F. Dixon, Manchester, and O. 
A. Ducksbury, Lancaster. Proposed by Mr. Locke secon- 
ded by Mr. Taylor. 

Nominations. Messrs. Warwick Fowle, Birkenhead ; 
W. G. Berry, W. L. Cockburn, J. H.White, G. M. Davey, 
T. Scotson, Hy. Sumner, jun., each of Liverpool ; pro- 
posed ty Mr. Noel-Pillers. 

Mr. T. Wilson, Nantwich proposed 0” Mr. Locke. 

Messrs. F. Garside, Stockport ; C. F. Shawcross, Al- 
trincham ; J.J. Garside, Congleton and N. Howe, Mac- 
clestield, proposed by Mr. Curbishley. 

Mr. W. W. Smart was nominated as a honorary mem- 
ber by Mr. Taylor. 

Mr. WoLSTENHOLME pro a vote of thanks to the 
retiring officers, Mr. Noel-Pillers seconded. ‘ 

The PRESIDENT in responding said he was relinquish- 
ing office after twenty years service. He paid tribute 
to the able manner in which Mr. Stent had carried on 
the work as Assistant Secretary. 

Mr. Stent replied that he felt amply repaid by seeing 
such a large number of members at the meeting. 


JOHN SeREULL, Hon. Sec. 


To the Editor of “The Veterinary Record.” 


Dear return from a long day’s practice 
on country rounds | picked up Zhe Vety. Record to 
make myself familiar as to what was going on at 
Headquarters, and could not drag myself away from this 
ro until I had devoured the proceedings of the 

Before going further I should like to pay a tribute tu 
Mr. Male for the very open way in which he voiced 
what I am certain, are the sentiments of the General 
Veterinary Practitioners. And, mind you, the Private 
Practitioners are very, very much in the majority. [n 
common parlance “ they rule the roost.” This is evi- 
denced by the overwhelming majority of Country 
Practitioners who are returned to represent us on the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. Iam, therefore, grateful that 
we have such representatives as Mr. Male to look after 
the interests of the Country Practitioner who, as he 
says, has had to, and will still have to, do all the spade 
work. And, by gad, in these days it is jolly hard spade 
work, and not the proportionate remuneration of a 
navvy for spade work. 

When I was at the Conference at Newcastle I believe 
a very strong claim was made for whole-time Veterinary 
Inspectors. But I noticed that this claim was not sup- 
ported by any but those who happened to be lucky to 
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pete an appointment and the cushy job of a whole-time 
nspector. 
ome who advocated it had not been seeing practice 
for any length of time—in fact, I had seen more practice 
than they before I enrolled as a Veterinary Student— 
having been in veterinary practices for over 35 years. 
Coming to the report of the Deputation to the 
Ministry of Health, do you not think that Clauses I and 
II are both superfluous and ridiculous. If this Depu- 
tation could not, or would not, trust a reliable Veterinary 
Surg2on to carry out the Tuberculin Test in a straight- 
forward and conscientious manner, how in the name of 


—— do they think they will be able to rely on an 
i 


nd of undertaking from the owner of the cows? It 
is a proposition of which Euclid would say Quod est 
absurdum. And who, I might ask, is going to stay the 
hands of cattle dealers in the use of Tuberculin so long 
as it is splashed about the markets and drug stores, 
and by the quack vendors of Veterinary medicines and 
other nostrums, as at present. 

At the meeting of the N.V.M.A., in London, at the 
latter part of last year, a recommendation was put forth 


as to the curtailment of the sale of Tuberculin— 


restricting such sale to Veterinary Surgeons only. 
What has become of this? What has become of most 
that was suggested at that meeting? Mr. Dawes put 
forward a very strong plea that the N.V.M.A. should 
hustle more than in the ae What has been heard 
of the increase of fees to Veterinary Inspectors under 
the County Councils? Nothing—and less than that. 
Has the price of ginger advanced to such an extent 
that a small amount could not be safely and judiciously 
used on those who stand like those on the front of side 
shows at Fairs, and accompanied by a discordant hurdy- 
gurdy wave their hands over their heads and shout 
* Walk up ; get your money ready, our show is about to 

commence. 

Well, all I can say is that it is | high time it was 
commencing. The initiation was all right, but so far 
we have not passed to another degree. . 

There are numerous other topics which require careful 
consideration, but I am afraid I have already taken up 
a great deal of your restricted space.— Yours truly, 


Kidderminster, Jan. 24th. J. Wricut CoNncuiE, 


THE “OUTPUT” OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Dear Sir,—In your number of the 10th inst., I notice 
that Mr. G. P. Male in his report on the Newcastle 
Conference said as follows :—- : 

“ Dr. Share-Jones showed that the United Kingdom 
was very much behind nearly all civilized countries in 
its es on of veterinary surgeons per head of the popu- 
lation. Whereas in Denmark the output is 1 in 133,000 
of the inhabitants, in Germany 1 in 210,000, in France 
} in 300,000, in the United Kingdom it is only 1 in 
500,000. If Dr. Share-Jones figures were correct, there 
would only be about 12 veterinary surgeons in London 
and 120 in the United Kingdom. It is in my opinion 
greatly to be regretted that two members of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should 
make and repeat such inaccurate statements.—Yours 


etc. 
Jan. 21, 1920. GraHaM Rees Moaa. 


|The figures quoted are given as the “annual output 
of veterinary surgeons,” (V.K. Jan. 10th, p. 322). This, 
at the rate of 2 per million of the population, gives a 
fraction over 90 graduates per annum. } 


Mr. W. T. OLveR, M.R.C.V.8., was returned at the 
head of the poll (731), for two councillors at Tam- 
worth. There were six candidates: the second polled 
669 votes and the lowest 144. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 
The Secretary of the Royal College of Veteri 


Surgeons begs to acknowled 


ing subscriptions for 1920. 


ee the receipt of the 


each case the amount is 


£1 1s. Od. except where otherwise indicated * 


Aitchison, D. A. D., 
Madras, India 
Banhan, G. F., 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Curbishley, E. H., 
Alderley Edge, Cheshire 
Dawes, H. J., 
West Bromwich 
Douglas, A., Ayr 
Douglas, T. A., 
Prestwick Ayrshire 


Dudgeon, G. R. 
Sunderland 


Edwards, E. R., 

Ministry of Agriculture 
Faithfull, T. J.. Sudbury 
Gillespie, P. Manchester 
Hart, 

ampala, Uganda 
Healy, J. F., 
Cork 
ill, S. E., King’s Lynn 
Jordan, W. D., alii 
Clydach, Glam. 

1919-1920 £2 2s, * 
Locke, G. H., Manchester 
Loy, W., Warrington 


Marshall, C. W., Farnham 
1919-1920 £2 2s, * 


R. 

Helmsley, Yorks 
Nelder, R. B., Exeter 
Nelder, W. B., Exeter 
Noar, W., Bury, Lancs. 
Pack, C., Lymington 
Packman, W., Bury, Lancs. 
Peddie, J.. Auchterhouse 
J., Newnham 
Reid, M. H., Hyeri, B.E.A. 
Rider, J. W., 

_ Beamish, Co. Durham 
Samson, F.G, Mitcham 
Taylor, J. H., Darlington 
Waters, W., Halstead 
Wright, T. L. 
London, S.W. 
Wright, T. W. W., 

Capt. R.A.V.C. 
Wynne, J. H., Denbigh 

*reviously 

acknowledged £345 9 0 


£382 4 0 


Jan. 28th 


Action by V.S.—Advertisement Resented. 
On Jan. 19, in Mr. Justice Powell’s Court in Dublin, 


a motion was made on behalf of Mr. John B. Dunlop in 
an action that he is bringing against the Dunlop Rubber 
Limited. 

Mr. Newett, who made the application, asked for 
liberty to issue the writ and serve it on the intended 
defendants out of the jurisdiction. The action was for 
an injunction to restrain the intended defendants from 
printing, publishing, or exhibiting in Ireland any adver- 
tisements, placards ks or circulars containing pictures 
representing Mr. Dunlop in absurd or unsuitable cos- 
tumes or attitudes, or caricatures of him, or otherwise 
calculated to ex him to public ridicule or contempt 
by misrepresenting his a or costume. 

In an affidavit Mr. Danlop said he was the inventor of 
the pneumatic tyre. About 1891, at the request of the 
then directors of the Pneumatic Tyre Company and 
Booth’s Cycle Agency, Limited (of which company he 
was then one of the directors), he presented them with 
a portrait bust of himself, and his signature to be used 
as trade marks. The Pneumatic oy Company and 
Booth’s Cycle Agency Limited were the predecessors of 
the intended defendant company. 

“ For some time past,” he continued, “the said inten- 
ded defendant company have, without any permission 
from me, been exhibiting in Ireland and elsewhere ad- 
vertisements containing pictures obviously intended to 
represent me, the features being adapted from the said 

rtrait bust, but the said features are placed upon the 

y of a very tall man. dressed in an sengeeeey fop- 
pish manner, wearing a tall white hat, white waistcoat, 
and carrying a cane and eyeglass, none of which is it my 
custom to wear or carry. e gradual extension of the 
said advertisements and the absurd attitude in which 
the said figure is represented therein have caused very 
great annoyance to me and to my relatives, almost all of 
whom reside in Ireland, and the belief has arisen that I 
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have permitted the company to publish the said adver- 
tisements in consideration of payment to me.” 

Mr. Dunlop further said that owing to his advanced 
age, 79, it would be inconvenient for him to appear as 
a witness in England, and he believed that a trial could 
be had more cheaply and expeditiously in Ireland. 

Mr. Justice Powell granted the order. 


A Milk Record. 


In the Freshwater herd, Shipley, Sussex, is a young 
pedigree dairy shorthorn cow—Veracity (vol. 59, p. 976, 
of the Herd book). In her seven years, (born October 
23rd, 1912) she has had five calves, and given the total 
of over 51,000 lb. of milk (10 lb. to the gallon). Her 
official record as carried out under the Dairy Shorthorn 
Association’s acheme of milk-recording and published 
in the yearly milk book of that society is as follows :— 


With her Ist calf she gave from lb. 
Oct. 1, 1914, to Sept. 30,1915 7,047 
, 2nd calf Oct. 1, 1915, to Sept. 30, 1916 10,179 
3rd calf Oct. 1, 1916, to Sept. 30,1917 12,078 
4th calf Oct. 1, 1917, to Sept. 30,1918 10,133 
» _y Sth calf Oct. 1, 1918, to Oct. 1, 1919 11,373 
And for the 224 days to complete her 7th year 747 


Total 51,557 


or an average of 10,311 lb. with each of her first five 
calves, having a calf each year. 

No other cow of any breed, as far as the Freshwater 
herd are aware, has ever approached these figures unJer 
official tests. The cow has never been “forced” in any 
way. She is milked twice a day only, has very little 
cake, and takes her place in the herd in the ordinary 


way. 


” 
” ” 
” ” 


Complaint against R.V. College, Dublin. 


By the casting vote of the chairman, Mr. P. J. O’Neill 
the voting being 11 to 11, Dublin Co. Council decided 
against a prosecution for infringement of restrictions by 
the Veterin 

Mr, Richardson, Chief V.I., reported that the College 
Principal informed him of two cases of parasitic mange 
and glanders, and both horses were slaughtered. He 
press the College under restrictions, but discovered 
hat 2 other animals were subsequently admitted. 

The chairman asked, if the incident happened in the 
case of a private individual, would he be held liable. 
“Certainly,” replied Mr. Richardson. 

Mr. Clarke said glanders could be communicated to 
human beings, and was incurable. 

Messrs. Collins and Mahony favoured a prosecution, 
but Mr. Early, solicitor, thought it a great mistake to 
launch a prosecution without hearing the College autho- 
rities’ explanation. 

The Chairman said another horse housed in Bally- 
bough with the animal slaughtered for glanders, was 
killed that morning, and found to have glanders of long 
standing.—7'he Irish Independent. 


Mange in Middlesex. 


At Willesden, the London and North-Western Rail- 
way Company was summoned by Middlesex County 
Council for failing to report 37 cases of parasitic mange 
— horses at Willesden. For the defence it was 
stated that the cases were notified to the police as soon 
as parasitic mange was definitely diagnosed. The 
magistrate said there had been too long a delay, and or- 


A Bullock with Three Kidneys. 


On January 28th I was called to the public Abattoir 
to examine a carcase that had three kidneys; it was 
that of a small shire bullock in medium condition. On 
the left loin were two large balls of fat ; from each the 
butchers had taken a kidney. Weighed together these 
scaled two-and-a-half pounds. On the right loin was 
another large roll of fat from which was taken a small 
kidney weighing six ounces, All three kidneys were 
perfect. I have not previously known such a case. 

Ashton-under- Lyne. ArtTuur New, M.RO.V.8., 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease and the Press. 


The ricultural Correspondent to The Times, 
writes :—“The importance of the issues evolved justifies 
a return to the question of foot-and-mouth disease. 
The Veterinary Department of the Ministry of Agricul. 
ture has proved itself adept in checking, controlling, 
and ontins disease, and if that were enough 
there would nothing but praise of its efficiency. 
But, as was stated in Z'he Times of Monday, after- 
treatment does not meet the requirements of the case. 
Nothing short of complete prevention will suffice to 
allay avxiety and to restore confidence to owners of 
pure-bred herds and flocks. 

To erect an effective barrier between an infected 
and a clean country is not an easy problem. The in- 
fection may be introduced by ways and through 
channels not yet discovered, but ‘the human agency’ 
is suspect. No live stock or fodder is coming from 
the Continent or elsewhere in a way that would 
involve abnormal risk, and suspicion rests, therefore, 
on the passenger traffic between this country and the 
Continent. It seems probable that some new factor 
has arisen to render less effective the former precau- 
tions, and the theory of the human carriers ought to 
be thoroughly sifted.’ 


[This temperate statement of the difficulty is in strong 
contrast to the tone adopted in some of the agricul- 
tural papers. It seems that their writers are unable to 
recognise any difficulty in tracing the source of infection, 
and they advise their readers that the officers of the 
Board of Agriculture ‘ought’ and ‘must’ take steps 
immediately—and so on. It seems distinctly unfair to 
the men engaged in the struggle with the disease to 
allow this kind of loose talk to be handed out to 
thousands of readers whose training does not fit them 
them to understand the difficulties of combating highly 
infectious disease. The spread of inaccuracies on a 
matter which may mean great loss to those directly 
concerned, a8 well as a menace to.jhe food supply of 
these islands, should be met by a definite pronounce- 
ment by those in authority—if not by more drastic 
measures. | 


An outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease is reported 
at’Stratton, near Swindon. This is the fourth case in 
Wiltshire within a fortnight. 

A later outbreak is reported at Tor Dean and 
Buckfastleigh, South Devon. A_breeder’s herd of 50 
cattle and 130 sheep are to be destroyed. 


Veterinary work in the Colonies—Staff and 
Pay inquiry. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has appointed 
a Committee to consider whether the staffs of the veteri- 
nary departments in the various Colonies and Protector- 
ates are adequate, and, if necessary, to recommend in- 
creases of staff ; to consider whether the rates of salary 
offered to the veterinary staff are adequate, and if necea 
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my to suggest improvements ; and to make recommen- 
dations for improving the arrangements for recruiting 
veterinary staff for the Colonies and Protectorates. 


The members of the committee are :— 

Sir Herbert Read, k.o.M.c., o.B., Assistant Under 
Secretary, Colonial Office. 

Sir J. M’Fadyean, M.B., B.8c., M.R.C.V.8., LL.D., Principal 
of the Royal Veterinary College, London. 

Sir 8. Stcckman, m.R.0.v.8., Chief Veterinary Officer, 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

The President of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

Professor O. C. Bradley, M.p , D.8c., M.R.C.V.8., Principal 
of the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

Professor J. Share-Jones, M.sc., ¥.R.C.V.8., Director of 
Veterinary Education, University of Liverpool. 

Major R. D. Furse, p.8.0., Assistant Private Secretary 
ppointments), Colonial Office. 

r. A. Cook, of the Colonial Office, is Secretary. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 
Forors, Army Vererinary Corps 


War Orriog, WaiTenatt, Jan. 22. 


Capt. H. W. Southall, t.r., relinquishes actg. rank of 
aj. (Nov. 19, 1919). 
The notification in Gazette of July 10, 1919, regarding 
temp. Capt. T. A. Shaw is cancelled. P “ 
an. 26, 


Lt.-Col. W. J. Tatam, o.mG., 0.B.E., relinquishes actg. 
rank of Col. on ceasing to hold the appt. of D.D.V.S. 
(May 1, eo (substituted for notification in Gazette of 

uly 7, 1919). 
TERRITORIAL Force. Jan, 15. 


The following officers relinquish temp. rank of Maj. on 
old a of D.A.D,V.8. :—Capt. (temp. 
Maj.) . EB. Neill, f pril 8, 1919) substituted for that 
whic ip eared in Gazette ay 12, 1919); Capt. 
(temp. Maj.) J. Adamson, m.c. (March 27, 1919) (sub- 

stituted for that which appeared in (azatte May 3, 


1919). 

The fotiowing officers relinquish actg. rank of Maj. on 
to hold appt. of D.A.D.V.S. :—Capt. (actg. 
Maj.) . Abson (March 26, 1919) (substituted for that 
whic epgeared in Gazette May 3, 1919) ; Capt. (actg. 
Maj.) J. A. 


which appeared in Gazstte May 5, 1919) ; Capt. (actg. 
Maj.) H. McVean (March 13, 1919) (substituted for 
that which appeared in (Gazette April 28, 1919). 


The late Mr. G. C. Lowe, M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P. 


Ald. Dr. Alfred Salter, in an interview with a “ South 
London Press” representative, said “ My friend was a 
deeply religious and ardent social worker. The grand 
thing about him, besides his absolute conscientiousness, 
was his modesty. He used to make all sorts of sacrifices 
and do all sorts of things in order to do good. But he 
never told anybody, not even I, his most intimate friend. 
The amount of good work that he did by stealth is likely 
never to be known. He possessed a me remy | marked 
sense of duty—and it was in the execution of his duty 
that he met his death. He was attending a man who 
was suffering from septic poisoning, when he contracted 
a — throat. This rapidly developed into general 
blood poisoning. The patient recovered but the doctor 
died.” Dr. Salter said that Dr. Lowe was a qualified 
veterinary surgeon. His father had practised in Oxley- 
st. EE for many years. 

In 1910 Dr. Lowe qualified as a medical practitioner 
and the next year joined the firm of Salter, Stratton 
and Goldie. 

By his express wish, the body of the deceased was 
cremated in Golders Green. 

Speaking to the assembled school at a meeting of the 
Bermondsey Secondary School for Girls, Sothwark Park- 
rd., Dr. Scott Lidgett, L.C.C., said Dr. Lowe possessed 
a very high character. He was a competent doctor, a 
devout citizen and was zealous in the practice of his 
professional duties. He worked hard in order that he 
might improve the standard of life of the people of this 
ae and in consequence was held here in the highest 
regard by all those who knew him. We are the poorer 
by his being taken from us.” 

The expression which summed up the feelings of those 
Bermondsey people with whom the late Dr. George C. 
Lowe came in contact—and they were many, was “ A 
good man has gone.”—From 7'he Bermondsey News. 


Aston—Hatu. At the Church of All Saints, Welling- 
ton, Salop, by the Rev. Sinclair Moore, M.A., on Tuesday, 
Jan. 20th, William Frederic Aston, M.R.0.v.8., eldest son 
of Mr, and Mrs. Aston, Wrexham, to Edith Mary (Onita) 


only daughter of Mr. Hall, M.R.0.v.8., and Mrs. Hall, 


Dixon (April 6,1919) (substituted for that | Wellington. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. Foot- 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.+ Swine Fever. 
| Ani- Ont. | Ani- Bheep| 
Period, breaks) mals,| Out- | Ani- lbreaks| mals. | A!- | | Ont- | Siaagh- 
i mals, breaks) mals. breaks 
(a) (a) (b) (b) (b) (a) 
Week ended Jan. 24 8 | | 65 | 286 172| 291] a8] 49 17 
1919 | 8 1 1 4 | 842 179| 418] 29 17 8 
1918 a | 10 1! 1] 173] 827] 2] 5 
9 | 10 a 2} 40] 46 
Total for 8 weeks, 1920 2 85 | 40 | 18 |1024 8 6| 648 | 1922] 112] 195 68 
1919 }14/ 1] 17 | 18 | 12 | 579 716 | 1554] 88 72 80 
Corres 1918 80 | 84 Q 1247] 94] 71 24 
pe 1917 66 | 60 3 8} 383 | 708] 141 159 68 


Confirmed, (b Peeve’ Looal A thorities. 
Board of ture Jan. 27, 1920 


Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :— London, 4. 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


| 
| 


